
Match Point Tennis League - 2019 
 

Dear Tennis League Member, 
 

 Thank you for your league membership.  This document includes this letter, the league rules, and 

answers to common questions.   

 

In a separate email you will receive your league roster, phone numbers, and personalized weekly 

schedule.  We wish you success and enjoyment in the upcoming tennis season.  The following are the 

designated nights.  The league plays Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday nights at Medway High School.   
 

Monday Nights starting June 3rd     – Women’s Doubles and Men’s Singles 

Tuesday Nights starting June 4th     – Mixed Doubles 

Wednesday Nights starting June 5th     – Women’s Singles & Men’s Doubles 
 

 

IMPORTANT: ALL MATCH SCORES MUST BE REPORTED BY THE FINAL DATE LISTED ON YOUR 

INDIVIDUAL SCHEDULE TO COUNT TOWARD REGULAR SEASON STANDINGS. THERE ARE NO 

EXCEPTIONS FOR RAIN, VACATIONS, INJURY, SCHEDULING PROBLEMS, ETC.  IF THE MATCH 

HAS NOT BEEN PLAYED BY THE FINAL DATE ON YOUR SCHEDULE, THE PLAYER/TEAM THAT 

ORIGINALLY CANCELLED WILL FORFEIT THE MATCH.   ANY RESULT NOT REPORTED BY EITHER 

PLAYER OR TEAM WILL BE ENTERED AS NO SCORE.  
 

All wins by forfeit receive only ½ Point to encourage every player to play all of his or her 

matches (see rules sheet). 
 

We encourage you to play your match ahead of time whenever you need to reschedule.  If you cannot 

meet this obligation with your present schedule or by re-arranging your schedule, you are urged to drop 

out.  Please notify Steve Nespolo as soon as possible. 
 

 Rosters, phone numbers and email addresses will change throughout the season.  Please check the 

score board or our website each week to note changes and make sure all of your reported scores are 

correct.  Website details will be sent in future emails.  The winning player/team of each match is 

responsible for making sure each score reported appears correctly on the score sheets.  Please see your 

individualized schedule for the Playoff guidelines for your division. 
 

NOTE – If you want to reschedule a match to a night and location combination that is already rented by 

the league, you need to request permission first to have your match added to the schedule for that 

night/location.  Your match will be added to the schedule if there is space available on a first come, first 

serve basis.  
 

 The league finals and pizza party will be held in late August.  The date and location will be 

announced by email and on our website – www.mptleague.com. 
  
League Directors:   Steve Nespolo and Sue Broderick 
Assisting you on the courts: To be Announced 
 

You can Email Match scores and questions to:  info@mptleague.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Match Point Tennis League - 2019 
 

LEAGUE RULES 
 

 

1. LATE RULE: There is a 10-minute late rule.  If you show up more than 10 minutes after the 

scheduled start of your match, your opponent wins by forfeit.   

 

2. GAME FORMAT:  We play regular tennis games with deuce and advantage scoring.  We 

play one 9-Game Pro Set (see #3) for each match.  During the playoffs, this format generally changes 

to 2 out of 3 regular sets, with a Super Tie-Breaker played in lieu of a third set. However, the actual 

playoff format may vary by division.  
 

3. SUBS:  We do not used substitute players or teams in this league.  If you are not able to make your 

scheduled match, contact your opponent(s) as far ahead of time as possible, and reschedule the match 

to a date/time/location that works for everyone.  The score for the rescheduled match must be 

reported by the last day of the regular season for your division (see your individual schedule for that 

date – it can vary by division).   
 

4. THE WINNER IS:  The winner of each match is the first player/team to reach a total of 9 

games, winning by a minimum of two games. 
 

 

5. TIE-BREAKERS:   At 8-8, a tiebreaker is played to determine the winner.  The winner of the 

tiebreaker is the first player/team to reach 7 points, winning by a minimum of two points.  See a 

league administrator if you don’t know the format for this tiebreaker. 
 

 

6. END OF SEASON:  Each division has a LAST DATE that match scores can be reported.  

Please refer to your individual division Roster Sheet and schedule to see what this date is for your 

division.  Each division is different depending on the number of players or teams. 
 

 

7. PLAYOFFS:  Check your individual schedule to see how many players or teams from your 

division make the playoffs.   The format for play may change for any or all of the Playoff rounds.  

Each round needs to play within a specific date range, with the finals being completed by the end of 

August.  If you qualify for the playoffs but are unavailable during some or all dates of a playoff 

round, you may have to default and drop out of the playoffs.  If a playoff match can not be scheduled 

at all due to player/team unavailability, the player/team with the most days unavailable to play will 

have to forfeit.  The season ends for us at the end of August.  Playoff rounds beyond the end of 

August won’t be considered unless every player/team involved insists on extending their season.  In 

these cases, you will complete the season on your own after September 1st without league involvement 

or responsibility. 
 

8. MAKEUP MATCHES:  All matches MUST be played by the final date listed on your 

individual schedule.  This date is different for each division.   If a match does not get played before 

the final date, the player/team that rescheduled the match loses by forfeit.  The team that wins by 

forfeit is responsible for reporting their result.  
 

  

 

 



9. REPORTING SCORES: The winner of each match is responsible for reporting the score to 

the league directors.  This includes a win by forfeit.  You can report scores by email to: 

info@mptleague.com -  Please report your score at the courts or by email or by phone to (508) 883-

7360.   
 

10. DIVISION SCORING:  Each match played that you win is scored as one point for you or 

your team.  Each match you win by forfeit is scored as one-half point.  In the case of forfeit wins due 

to the other team/player not showing up and not notifying their opponent of their unavailability to 

play a scheduled match, league administrators may award a full point depending on the 

circumstances and score the match as 9-0.  Each match you lose by play or forfeit is scored zero 

points.  
 

11. SEASON-END TIE-BREAKERS: In the case of a tie at the end of the regular season, 

head to head scores between the players/teams that are tied will be the first tiebreaker used to 

determine who makes the playoffs. 
 

12. LEAVING A MATCH EARLY: Once a match has started, it must be completed without 

interruption except in the case of rain or darkness.  If one player/team leaves the match for any 

reason before it is completed, the other team will be awarded all additional games to give them a total 

of 9.   (e.g. You realize you have a meeting you need to get to and leave in the middle of a match in 

which you lead 6-4.  Your opponent will be awarded a 9-6 win.) 

 

13. LAST, BUT NOT LEAST: Please make every effort to make up your matches.  Be 

courteous to all of your opponents.  Many opponents come from a long distance or hire babysitters 

for the night and time of their match.  Don’t wait until the last minute to cancel! If you do have to 

cancel unexpectedly on the day of the match, don’t just send an email!  CALL your opponent to make 

sure they don’t show up at the court expecting to play a match.  Give your opponent the benefit of the 

doubt on close calls.  Be a good sportsperson.  Remember – it’s never too early to start piling up votes 

for the Good Sport Award!!! 
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2019 Match Point Tennis League 
 

League Information & Answers to Common Questions 
 

1. PLAYOFFS: The number of players or teams that qualify for the playoffs within a division is based 

on several factors, including how many regular season matches are scheduled, court availability, and 

the calendar (playoffs need to be completed by the end of August).  Although we will make every 

effort to accommodate August vacations, if you have to reschedule a playoff round such that that 

final would play beyond the end of August, you will have to forfeit your playoff match. 

  
2. Match Location:  We rent courts at Medway High School on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 

nights.    You and your opponent are free to contact each other and play at a different location if you 

prefer (you both may live closer to a different court in a different town, for example).  Make sure to 

report your results by email, phone, or directly to a league administrator.  
 

3. If you are not CERTAIN your opponent’s shot is out, it is IN.  A shot that is 99.9% out and 0. 1% in 

is still a good shot. 
 

4. During a doubles match, if you believe the ball is out and your partner believes the ball is in, it counts 

as a good shot for your opponents. 
 

5. A double-hit (or any multiple hit) is a legal shot if it is unintentional and made with one continuous 

motion. 
 

6. Play a tiebreaker at 8-8, not 9-9. 
 

7. If you reach over the net and hit the ball BEFORE it crosses to your side, you lose the point. 
 

8. If you hit the net with any part of your body, clothing or racquet before the point is over, you lose the 

point. 
 

9. If you are hit by an opponent’s shot (including a serve) before it lands, your opponent wins the point 

even if the ball was going to go out and even if you are outside the lines of the court when you are hit. 
 

10. Foot Faults:  When you are serving, if any part of either foot touches any part of the baseline or 

anywhere inside the court BEFORE you strike the ball, this is a foot fault and it is the same as any 

other fault in which you hit your serve out.  Good sportsmanship requires you to make this call on 

yourself any time you realize you have committed a foot fault. 
 

11. Tie-breaker basics:  The player who was scheduled to serve next serves the first point from the deuce 

court.  From here on, service follows its regular rotation, with each player serving the next two points, 

starting from the “ad” court.  Players/teams change sides every total of six points played.  First player 

or team to reach 7 points (winning by a margin of at least 2 points) wins the match. 
 

12. Additional Questions?  Email us @   info@mptleague.com  
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